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By Andrew Carter

B
en Sharpton is the author of The 3rd Option, a new work 

RI�¿FWLRQ�MXVW�UHOHDVHG�E\�%HOOH�,VOH�%RRNV�LQ�5LFKPRQG��
7KH� QRYHO� WDNHV� D� GDULQJ� ORRN� DW� WKH� DERUWLRQ� GHEDWH�

WKURXJK� WKH�H\HV�RI�$OODQ�&KDSSHO�� DQ�HYHU\PDQ�ZKR�VWXPEOHV�
LQWR� WKH� FHQWHU� RI� D� PXUGHU� VFKHPH�� D� SROLWLFDO� VFDQGDO�� DQG� D�
PDMRU�VFLHQWL¿F�EUHDNWKURXJK�

� 6KDUSWRQ�H[SODLQV�WKDW�WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�QRYHO�FDPH�
IURP� D� FKXUFK� 6XQGD\� VFKRRO� FODVV� WKDW� GLVFXVVHG� WKH� DERUWLRQ�
GHEDWH�� +H� UHDOL]HG� WKDW� ERWK� VLGHV� ZHUH� FRPSOHWHO\� SRODUL]HG��
ZLWK� QHLWKHU� SUR�OLIH� QRU� SUR�FKRLFH� ZLOOLQJ� WR� FRQFHGH� DQ\�
PLGGOH�JURXQG��/DWHU��ZKLOH�KDYLQJ�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�D�IULHQG��
KH�VSHFXODWHG�RQ�ZKHWKHU� WKHUH�³FRXOG�HYHU�EH�D� WKLUG�RSWLRQ��D�
WHFKQRORJLFDO�RSWLRQ� WKDW�FRXOG�DFW�DV�D�SRVVLEOH�VROXWLRQ� WR� WKH�
SUREOHP�´�)RU�6KDUSWRQ��ZKR�JUHZ�XS� LQ�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH� IDPLO\�
ZKRVH� YLHZV� KH� IRXQG� XQIXO¿OOLQJ�� WKH� ³VWRU\� VHHPHG� WR� ZULWH�
LWVHOI�´

� &RQVLGHULQJ�%HQ�6KDUSWRQ�KDV�EHHQ�ZULWLQJ�IRU�D�ORQJ��
ORQJ� WLPH�� The 3rd Option LV� D� QDWXUDO� SURJUHVVLRQ�� +LV� ¿UVW�
SXEOLVKHG�DUWLFOH�FDPH�LQ�������DQG�RYHU� WKH�QH[W�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV��
PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�KXQGUHG�PRUH�DUWLFOHV�DQG�VHYHUDO�VWRULHV�DSSHDUHG�
LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�WKLUW\�PDJD]LQHV�DQG�ERRNV��$�ODUJH�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�
ZULWLQJV�ZDV� IRU� FRUSRUDWH� WUDLQLQJ� DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��ZKLFK�KH�
ZURWH�IRU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV� OLNH�7XSSHUZDUH�DQG�8QLYHUVDO�6WXGLRV��

The 3rd Option

Author Ben A. Sharpton tackles a controversial issue

,Q�������KH�WXUQHG�WR�ZULWLQJ�¿FWLRQ��SXEOLVKLQJ�KLV�¿UVW�ERRN�7 

Sanctuaries�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��'HVSLWH�WKLV�PDVVLYH�ERG\�RI�ZULWLQJ��
The 3rd Option ZDV�D�ZKROH�QHZ�H[SHULHQFH��³$OO�RI�WKH�ZULWLQJ�
,�KDG�GRQH�ZDV�WLHG�LQWR�FXUULFXOXP�´�KH�H[SODLQV��³EXW�The 3rd 

Option�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�DV�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�´�&RUSRUDWH�ZULWLQJ�KDG�LWV�
EHQH¿WV�� LW� KHOSHG�KLP� OHDUQ�KRZ� WR�XVH�SKUDVHV� WKDW� OHDG� WKH�
UHDGHU�LQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�KRZ�WR�ZULWH�PRUH�GLUHFWO\�DQG�FRQFLVHO\��,W�
LV�WKLV�PL[WXUH�RI�KRQHG��GHYHORSHG�ZULWLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�LQIHFWLRXVO\�
HQWHUWDLQLQJ�SORW� WKDW�PDNHV�The 3rd Option VXFK�D�FRPSHOOLQJ�
UHDG��:KDW�LV�KLV�DGYLFH�IRU�DVSLULQJ�ZULWHUV"�³.HHS�ZULWLQJ�´�KH�
VD\V��³7KH�PRUH�,�ZULWH�WKH�EHWWHU�,�JHW��WKH�EHWWHU�LW�VHOOV��DQG�WKH�
PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LW�LV�WR�PH�´

:KLOH� 6KDUSWRQ� KDV� QHYHU� EHHQ� FDXJKW� XS� LQ� D� OLIH�
WKUHDWHQLQJ� VFDQGDO�� KLV� OLIH� H[SHULHQFHV�� VXFK� DV� WKH� WHQ� WR�
WZHOYH�\HDUV�DV�D�\RXWK�PLQLVWHU��KHOSHG�VKDSH�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�
SORW��$�SHUIHFW�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�QRYHO¶V�VWURQJ�VHQVH�RI�ORFDWLRQ��
IHDWXULQJ� YLYLG� GHVFULSWLRQV� RI� WZR� VHHPLQJO\� RSSRVLWH� FLWLHV��
$WODQWD�� *HRUJLD�� DQG� .ODLSHGD�� /LWKXDQLD�� 7KHVH� SODFHV� DUH�
QRW�DUELWUDU\��EXW�UDWKHU�DUH�EHORYHG�VHWWLQJV�WKDW�SOD\�VWUDWHJLF�
UROHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SORW��6KDUSWRQ�VSHQW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�KLV�OLIH�LQ�
*HRUJLD�� DQG� ZKHQ� FRQVLGHULQJ� ZKHUH�$ODQ� &KDSSHO¶V� KRPH�
ZRXOG� EH��$WODQWD� VHHPHG� OLNH� D� QR�EUDLQHU�� ,Q� ������ GXULQJ�
WKH�$WODQWD�2O\PSLFV��WHUURULVW�(ULF�5XGROSK�VHW�RII�WKUHH�SLSH�
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Open 6 days a week
Mon.– Fri. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Sat.10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Conveniently located in the heart of the 
neighborhood at 417 6th Street in beautiful 

downtown West Point

For more information call 804.843.DOCK

Check us out on facebook

ERPEV� LQ� &HQWHQQLDO� 2O\PSLF� 3DUN� WKDW�
NLOOHG� RQH� DQG� LQMXUHG� RYHU� RQH� KXQGUHG�
PRUH��&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�VWRU\�EHJLQV�ZLWK�DQ�
DERUWLRQ� FOLQLF� ERPELQJ�� 6KDUSWRQ� IRXQG�
$WODQWD�WR�EH�D�³JRRG�¿W�´�

,Q� WKH� ERRN�� DIWHU� $OOHQ� QDUURZO\�
HVFDSHV� GHDWK�� KH� VHWV� RII� LQ� VHDUFK� RI�
DQVZHUV��+LV�VHDUFK�OHDGV�KLP�WR�.ODLSHGD��
/LWKXDQLD�� )RU� PDQ\� UHDGHUV�� JRLQJ� IURP�
*HRUJLD� WR� /LWKXDQLD� PD\� VHHP� OLNH�
D� VWUDQJH� RU� UDQGRP� MXPS�� +RZHYHU��
/LWKXDQLD� DQG� LWV� FXOWXUH� KROGV� D� VSHFLDO�
SODFH� LQ� %HQ� 6KDUSWRQ¶V� KHDUW�� DQG� The 

3rd Option SUHVHQWHG� KLP� ZLWK� D� SHUIHFW�
RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� UHSUHVHQW� D� FRXQWU\� WKDW�
DIIHFWHG�KLP�GHHSO\��'XULQJ�KLV�WLPH�DV�DQ�
LQVWUXFWRU��6KDUSWRQ�ZDV�JLYHQ�D�FKDQFH�WR�
WHDFK� D� EXVLQHVV� FRXUVH� LQ� /LWKXDQLD�� +H�
WKHQ�VSHQW�D�PRQWK�LQ�.ODLSHGD��GXULQJ�WKH�
FROGHVW� WLPH�RI� WKH�\HDU��'HVSLWH� WKH� OHVV�
WKDQ�SHUIHFW�ZHDWKHU�FRQGLWLRQV��KH�IHOO� LQ�
ORYH�ZLWK�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�XQLTXH�FXOWXUH�DQG�
GHFLGHG�WR�FDSWXUH�LW�LQ�The 3rd Option��
���������:ULWLQJ�DERXW�KHDYLO\�SRODUL]LQJ�LVVXHV��
VXFK�DV�DERUWLRQ��FRPHV�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�EXLOW�
LQ�FRQWURYHUV\��5DWKHU�WKDQ�VK\�DZD\�IURP�
WKLV� UHDOLW\��6KDUSWRQ� LV� VHHNLQJ� WR�H[SRVH�
WKH�SUREOHPV�WKDW�DULVH�LQ�D�³VRFLHW\�ZKHUH�
SHRSOH�DUH�VR�EXV\�VKRXWLQJ�RYHU�WKHLU�RZQ�
SHUVSHFWLYHV� DQG�YLHZSRLQWV� WKDW� WKH\� IDLO�
WR�VHH�WKDW�YRODWLOH�LVVXHV�KDYH�JUH\�DUHDV�´�
:KLOH� KH� KDV� QR� LQWHQWLRQV� WR� SHUVRQDOO\�
RIIHQG� DQ\ERG\�� KH� KRSHV� IRU� D� EURDGHU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�³VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�PRUH�
YXOQHUDEOH�DQG�ZHDN�´�DQG� WKDW� WKH�YLWULRO�
IURP�WKHVH�SXEOLF�GHEDWHV�FDQ�FDXVH�VHULRXV�
HPRWLRQDO�GDPDJH�

8OWLPDWHO\�� KH� KRSHV� WKDW� The 3rd 

Option ZLOO� SURYLGH� SHRSOH� ZLWK� DQ�
HQWHUWDLQLQJ� DQG� HQMR\DEOH� UHDG�� 0RUH�
LPSRUWDQWO\� WKRXJK�� KH� ORQJV� IRU� D�
GD\� ZKHQ� ³SHRSOH� ZLOO� WKLQN� PRUH� IRU�
WKHPVHOYHV�� EH� PRUH� WROHUDQW� RI� RWKHU�
YLHZV�� DQG�FRPH� WR�D� UHDOL]DWLRQ� WKDW�\RX�
FDQ�EH�ZURQJ�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�´�)XUWKHUPRUH��
KH�KRSHV�WKDW�KLV�QRYHO�ZLOO�LQVSLUH�RWKHUV�
WR�GR�PRUH�UHVHDUFK�DQG�EHFRPH�SDVVLRQDWH�
DERXW� FRQFHSWV� OLNH� H[RJHQHVLV�� VR� WKDW�
HYHQWXDOO\�ZH� FDQ�GLYHUW�PRQH\� IURP� WKH�
SUR�FKRLFH�YV��SUR�OLIH�GHEDWH�DQG�LQYHVW�LQ�
D�UHDO�³WKLUG�RSWLRQ�´�pl

The 3rd Option� ���������
SDSHUEDFN��LV�DYDLODEOH�IURP�
\RXU�IDYRULWH�ERRNVHOOHU��RU�
IURP� EHOOHLVOHERRNV�FRP��
DPD]RQ�FRP�RU�EQ�FRP���

Denis A Shorter

40 PLUS YEARS
EXPERIENCE

"ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME"

Large or Small
Projects

(804) 725-9184

CONTRACTING 
   

REMODELING
     

RESTORATION


